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TO THE 


.. Good Reader, = 
I may be you do not take your felf to be one 
| oe whe need this Second Call to 
_ Humuliation ; you not being of the 
number of thoſg, exorbitant Sinners whoſe 110- 
. torious Vices cry aloud for Fudgment. Firſt 
then, humble your ſelf in thankfulneſs to God 
for his preventing Grace , that you are n6t ; 
| Fer afredy | Os 30 are the ſame. 
Secandly, Conſider that though the main bulk 
of fm belong to others, yet when the Veſſel is 
"near full, a ſmall addition will fill up the mea- 
ſure, yea, and may make it run over ; and on 
that account your guilt may be great, and your 
.:Hunnliation ans 2a: Thirdh, T hough you 
contribute nothing to the meaſure (a rare 


Bleſjmg ) 


. 
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To the Reader. 


Bleſſmg)) yet as a member of the body,you are 
bound by Nature © Religion both to do your 
utmoſt Ln fo keep off the evil from the 
whole ; thu likemfe requires your Hunia- 
tion 68 neceſſary. Pee, bene of 4'that 
makes this my Sermon neceſſary, there being 
other abler Sermons already Abnoethto oh ef- 
fett : Pardon me, this may be notwithfteng- 


a neceſſury ons ſirens neg 
x. ira Rag? a 6; Ly 5/2 are 
near efettmg- ', the attditjon $4 affth, 
thungh weaker, may be nectffary -compleat 
the work, "ut leaf: way make it egher, of w 
forer. e/ndT ſhall count it n0 ſmall ha Rag 
wk to haye contributed. | fomethung ap "och 

true woes ny reformation "of tiys t 
fenifnl Land. God of hu Infinite mer 
Pg = Fo Al our: _ 
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1 Pet, v. v. 6. 
Hianble your ſelves therefore under the mighty 


Hand of God----» 
LAME krely kept a day of Humiliation to 
SAP prevent, by Gods mercy, the fearful 
\V/ WE : Fadomen which ſeemed to hang 0- 


ASS ver our heads by a bloody Plot, con- 
trived by Po iſh Prieſts for the deſtruction both 
of King and Kingdom, Church and State, all ar a 
blow ; and let me tell you, ſtill hangs over us. 
You hear what deſperate bloody things have been 
ſpoken and acted in London, in the Fee of King 
and Parliament ſince the diſcovery, which plainly 
declare theſe Men have ſtill confidence to effe&t 
their defign,otherwiſe they could not be ſo mad as 
ro give ſuch evidence againſt themlelyes of their 
bloody intention, and: give alſo Tuch provocation 
to che Supream Legiſlative power for their more 
ſevere. chaſtſement , unleſs they had hopes the 

ſhould yer beable to give the Law to, and chaſtiſs 
this Supream power ; which makes me fear we 
and other people of the Land are nor yet __ 
ble 
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bled as we ought. Some perchance thought the 
buſineſs of Humiliation was to end with the day, 
and that they had fully performed their task in 
Faſting that day, andcoming to Church, and then 
expected God muſt preſently withdraw his cha- 
Rifing hand : But have they withdrawn their 
ſinning hand ?, I defire them to examine that a 
little better. Others it may be went farther, and 
reſolved, yea, and entred on the way of Reforma-, 
tion, butare fince fallen from their firſt loye, and: 
that days fervour, and are grown luke-warm : 
How far each one is failing, I leave every, man to. 
look. well into their own ere ;, burthere is great 
cauſe of fear we have not done our part ;\for we 
have a moſt gracious God, who never fails thoſe 
that ſeek him in true Humiliation and hearty Re- 
pentance. Ir is the ſame God that ſpared wicked, 
Niniveh upon Repentance, and doubtleſs would 
do the ſame to us did we repent as Niniveh did : 
but pardon me ifT tell you I doubt it much;where- 
of I {Hall fay.more in he clole. Certainly then We 
have no reafon to hope God, ſhould do tous as to 
Niiveh, if we do nothing like what Niniveh did. 
Wherefore I thought it neceflary to give you. a 
Second Call to a further Humiliation, and in Chriſts 
ſtead beſeech you, Fumble your ſelves under the 
mighty hand of God. | 


But 
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Preach'd Novemb. 24. 1678. 
But ſome perchance conceive this to be no 
proper day for a Humiliation Sermon ; and 1 
ſeech you why ? Is not this the Lords Gay, 
and. ought to be kept a Feaſt unto the Lord ? 
And with what? Will you offter unto him a 
Sacrifice of an hundred Bulls, and five hun- 
dred Rams ? But-the Lord delighteth not in 
ſuch Sacrifices. The Sacrifice of God is a troubled 
ſpirit ; a broken and a.contrite heart,O God, ſhalt thou 
notsdeſpiſe. Certainly then we cannot better 
celebrate a Feaſt unto the Lord, then by offer- 
ing up our broken hearts and contrite ſpirits : 
Or will you keep this a Feaſt unto the holy An- 
gels in Heaven ? You know who tells us that 
they Tejoyce more over one Sinner that repenteth , 
than over ninety and nine juſt perſons which need no 
Repentance. . What a mighty Feaſt then ſhall 
we make unto the holy Angels in Heaven, by 
all our Humiliation and Repentance. And do 
you deſire after you have keaſted God and his 
oly Angels, to feaſt your ſclyes alls this 
bleſſed day 2 Why then = know a good Con- 
ſcience 1s a continual feaſt, and this you can- 
not have but by Humiliation and Repentance : 
for I doubt not but” you will approve of that 
Scripture which tells us, If we ſay that ive have no 
fin, we deceiye our ſelves, and the truth is not in us. 
B But 


But if we confeſs our fins, he is faithful and juſt 
' forgive us our fins, and to cleanſe us from a 

righteouſneſs. You lee then there is no other 
way to have a good Conſcience clean from ſins, 
but by humbly confefling them. Fwnble then 
your ſelves under the mighty hand of God, and you 
ſhall keep this day a moſt acceptable Feaſt un- 
to the Lord, a molt joyful feaſt to all his holy 
Angels, a moſtdelighttul and happy feaſt un- 
ed your ſel ves this day, and all the days of your 
Which that we may cftect, I ſhall firſt ſhew 
you that a diſcourſe of Humiliation is uleful 
and neceſſary for all-perſons : Secondly, ſea- 
ſonable. ac all times, an Proſpericy or Adver- 
fty : Thirdly, I {hall ſhew you the method of 
Humiliation opt of Holy Writ :  Fourthly , 
come to Application. | 

Firſt , A dilcourle of Humiliation is uſeful 
and neceſlary for all perſons of either Sex, of 


any Age; for Pride, the oppoſite Vice 1s a 


diſeaſe all Man-kind is infeted. with, and 

ſhews it ſelt even in our Childhood before any 

other, and continues till our very dearh. As 

for other Vices, ſome we are not obnaxious to, 

till we are grown up.into the world, and ſome 

are ont-grown by long decaying Ages oe 
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Pride comes with us into the world, and never 
leaves usti}] we go out, but rather increaſes a- 
long with our Age. And as the continuance 
of it is total during. our whole life, fo the miſ- 
chief of it is total,. and brings an univerſal ruin 
to the foul , as Fiugo de anima well obſerves. 
Cetera vitia illas ſolas virtutes impetunt, quibus ipſa 
deftruuntur ; ſuperbia vero contra omnes aninit Vir- 
tutes ſe erjgit. Other Vices aſlault and deſtroy 
only their oppoſite Vertues, as Covetouſaels 
deſtroys Liberality ; Anger, Patience ; Drun- 
kennels,Sobriety ; Laſczviouſnels,Chaſtiry,e>c. 
but Pride is the total ruin of all Virtues, it 
makes our Chaſtity, our Sebriery , our Alms; 
yea, our very devotions by Pride are made gil: 
Ro and hateful to God, it gives an ugly 

lack tincture to all the good we can poſſibly 
perform. - Had Pride entred the heart of the 
Bleſſed Virgin her ſelf, the would have been 
the Accurſed of God, whereas Humility made 
her the Bleſſed of God, the Mother of God, for 
which all Generations ſhall and do call her 
Blefled. Yea, Mary Magdalen the Sinner, by 
her Humiliation at Chritts Feet , is made his 
Favourite. And the lowly Pablican not daring to 
lift up his eyes towards Heaven, is by Humili- 
ation . juſtified and made an Heir of the King- 
L111 | B 2 dome 
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dom of Heaven - bufby Pride, the moſt Beau- 


titul, the moſt Holy, the.moſt Glorious Angels - 


of Heaven were converted into moſt deform- 
ed; moſt wicked, moſt horrid Devils. From 
hence you may eaſily conceive what a miſchie- 
vous ruining Vice Pride is, which effected a 
change ſo incredible, as it needed the Word of 
God to atteſt the truthof it. And as this Vice 
is above all other miſchievous: to the ſoul, ſo is 
it above all hateful co God, as you ſee by 
the eternal puniſhment inflicted on the Angels 
without any redemptiog ; and the reaſon of it. 
is, becauſe this is crimen le/.e majeſtatis ; it di- 
rely oppoles the Majeſty of God, and aims at 
being Rival with him in his Monarchical pow- 


er. Sothe Prince of Pride, Lucifer, expreſt his 


deſign, Ero fimilis altiſſimo, Twill be like the moſt 


High: It is ſaid therefore, Jam. 4. 6. God re- 


fiſteth the Proud, ayrmnwnny, an expreſſion of 
great weight, as if God ſer himſelf in Battle- 
array, with all his Power to oppole this Crime. 
and avenge it to the uttermoſt, God is diſ- 


pleaſed art all Sin, yer pardons all upon Re.. 


poneance . but when. he meets with'this Luci- 
crian Sin, he looks upon it as a declared Rebel, 


to be prochded againſt with rigor and terror, a. 
to be reclaimed , for Pride. and Hus+. 


Rebe not 


| miliation 
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miliation are dire&tly oppoſite, no hope of ſub. 
miſſion there, Certainly then all perſons are 
deeply concerned to imploy their utmolt en- 
deayour to ſuppreſs this Vice. And though it 
be ſo deeply rooted in our Nature, as'tis im- 
poſſible wholly to extirpate it, yet we:ſhould 
daily pray for Gods gracious afliſtance., and 
ule all imaginable induſtry to abate ir by fre- 
quent Humiliation ; for which I ſhall propoſe. 
ſome-rational motives. 

Firſt then, I would gladly know what it is: 
the proud mind of Man deligns and aims at; is 
it not to be eſteemed and reyercnced by all ? 
This is then the thing that I propoſe, co take 
that courſe which will make all men reve- 
rence him ; and certainly this can never beet- 
tected by, Pride, but by Humility ; for in the 
firſt place, all Proud.men hate one auother : 
So. Caſſander obſerves, Omnis fere vitioſus diligit 
fibi ſimilem, ſolus ſuperbus odit elatum. All other 
Vicious men love one another : Drunkards. 
love Drunkards, Thieves love Thieves, lewd 
love lewd ones, £xc. Proud men only hate one. 
another; and why 2? Becauſe they. diredtly. 
croſs each others delign, and challenge that 
Reverence to pies; which others like-- 
wile require to. themlelves.. So.then bride 
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he hath loſt in the firſt place all proud men,they 
are become his enemies. Secondly, Humble- . 
minded men muſt needs prefer humility before 
pride ; and conſequently they will be ſure to 
pay the humble man all reſpect,the proud none. 
And thus 'ris evident, that by pride, men gain 
the hate of proud men, the undervalue of hum- 
ble men, and fo loſe the love and eſtcem of all. 
But perchance all proud men are of the Ty- 
rants mind, who ſaid Oderint dum timeant , Let 
them fear me , and worſhip me, though they 
hate me, that is, I had rather have Jades and 
Aﬀes fear me, than Men to love and reverence 
me; ſo irrational and abſurda ſpeech,as Balaam's 
Aſs would never have uttered it, and therefore 
I ſhall not think fitto anſwer it. 

Let the ſecond conſideration be this, What 
rational motive can any man have to exalr 
himſelf above another 2 Let him anſwer me St. 
Paul's Queſtion, 1 Cor. iv. 7. Who maketh thee to 
differ from another * what haſt thon, that thou haſt 
not received * If excellency of Grace, ſure the gifc 
of God: for by Nature thou art of the ſame 
corrupt maſs of earth that Judas was, and 'tis 
by God's ſpecial grace that thou art not as very 
a villain as he. If excellency of Nature, Wir, 
Beauty, Strength, ſure the nike of God : it was 
3 | nor 
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. not in thy facher's power to beget a wiſe man 


or a fool ; a beautiful Alcibiades, or a deformed 
Zfop. And for thy felf, thou canſt not add one 
cubit to thy ſtature, one little Finger to thy mai- 
med Hand ; nay, thou canſt not make one hair 
white or black, Haſt thou the riches and glo. 
ry of the World, fare the gift of God ; for thou 
broughteſt nothing into the World with thee, and *tis 
certain thou canſt carry nothing out. Haft thou com. 
mand over thouſands, ſure the gift of God ; for 
why doth a ſingle King command, and thou- 
ſands of Subjects obey, ſeeing men by nature 
hate ſubje&tion ? therefore ic muſt neceſſari- 
ly be from ſome power over-ruling their own 
wills, which is of God, diſpoſing mens hearts 
to obey that power which he hath ſet over 
them : and fo all power is of God. Let God 
withdraw his inward motion of obedience and 
reverence to Majeſty, a ſingle baſe Ravillac 
ſpurred on by the Devil ſhall cut off a gallant 
King environed with all the power of France. 
Or doſt thou, Philoſopher-like , glory in the 
riches of thy Soul, thy great wiſdom and know- 
ledge in all things, which none can take from 


thee ? Omnia tua tecum portas. Silly man ! a ſmall. 
. ditemper growing into an high Fever , ſhall 


confound and conyert-all thy wiſdome into 


mad-. 
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madne6, and make'*thee the laughing-ſtock of 
the World. Is it not then moſt irrational to 
boaſt thy (elf for what is not thine own ? and 
moſt irreligious to rob God of what is his own ? 
aſcribing to thy ſelf the honour due unto him 
yea and to rob ſo gracious a God, who for all the 
noble gifts he hath ſo freely conferred on us, ex- 
pects only the calves of our lips for tribute. 
Let the third conſideration be this, The proud 
man robs not only God, but himſelf of all the 
ifrs and graces conferred upon him :; you may 
eaſily turn all theſe to his ruine and make him 
his own enemy to deſtroy himſelf, and yer hu 
you as his deareſt friend. For by ſeeming kind. 
neſs and flattery, you may undermine and blow 
him up into the air immediately : do but ad- 
mire his abilities, magnihe his greatnels,and ex- 
col him to the skies as a demy-God, preſently 
he is puft up, ſwells with exceſlive pride, and 
expects an univerſal homage to be paid by eve- 
ry one to his tranſcendent worth : and then you 


- may be ſure that in this world of pride,he meets 


with ſome other haughty perſon to confront -& 
affront him ; which ike Wormwood mingled 
with his Wine, imbitters all thoſe things which 
otherwiſe might afford him great content, And 
the greater his ability and excellency is, the 

greater 
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orcater is his indignation and torment to have 
it ſlighted : and thus his felicity becomes his 
miſery. Haman that great and proud favourite 
of King 4ba/nerus, who lorded it over the whole 
Kingdom, having all at his command ; how 
did one affronting neglect of reſolute Mordecay, 
like the Mowers Sithe,cut him down as a flow- 
er of the Field in the height of all his glory, and 
caſt him on che bed of ſorrow as the moſt un- 
fortunate wretch of the whole Land? And 
mighty conquering Ceſar, when he had broughe 
great Pompey level with the earth, who could 
never endure parem m republica ; and when he 
had made Rome, the commanding Empreſs of 
the World, his Vaſlal, entring now triumphant- 
Iy her ſtreets moſt Jlorioully adorned for his 
reception, and filled with loud applauding Spe. 
Rators; one lilent ſRift-neck'd Ponting Aquila 
with 2 ſullen look ſo pierc'd his ſwelling heart 
as to leave him little Cake of that great felicity. 
O unfortunate Pride, which can never be happy 
inany condition high or low;bur is ſure to meet 
with many a bitter Pill in both:whereas the low- 
ly-mmded manis happy in all conditions, he en- 
viesnot the great ones exalted above him:for he 
acknowledges God the ſupream Lord and free 
diſpoſer of all, lawful for him: to do what he 
C will 
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will with his own, as our Saviour expreſles, He 
deſpiſes not thoſe that are under him, bur, ac- 
cording to St. Paul, 1 Cor. xii. looks on all as 
his fellow-members, neither the Head nor the 
Hand doth ſay unto the Foot, I haveno need of 
thee : and therefore though he be adorned with 
any ſpecial gitr of Nature, or exalted to any de- 
gree of ſplendor, wealth, or authority, he doth 
not thereby challenge any homage to himſelf 
from his fellow-members, he knows he can as 
little ſubſiſt without them,as they withour him, 
but ought mutually to ſerve one another, and 


. all join to give glory to God the Creator and 


giver of all; from whom the lowly-minded 
man receives every grace and gift as an-unde. 
ſerved and unexpected favour, which gives a 
high and pleaſing relliſheo ir. And when he 
meets with the cup of affliction, the bitterneſs is 
very much abated by- the ſweet compoſure of 
his mind, ariſing from his own demerits, which 
in his humble ballancing thoughts ſtill ſeem 
to out-weigh the calamity,and {o retains a joy- 
ful and thankful remembrance of God's good 


neſs, who lays ſo light a burthen on his ſhoul- 


ders for ſuch heavy fins. Humble then your ſelves 
under the mighty hand of God.. 
Secondly , As thoughts of Humiliation are 


uſeful 
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uſeful for all perſons, ſo are they ſeaſonable ar 

all cimes, in proſperity or in adverſity. In pro- 

ſperiry men are apt to be puffed up and inſolent, 

even [o far as to forget God that gives it. A 

ſtrange corruption in our nature ! that fayours 

and bleſſings, which ſhould make us remember 
and love God the more,are apt to make us love 

him the leſs and forget him. As wholeſom 
meat, that increaſes the ſtrength .of a healthy 
perſon, received into a foul ftomach oppreſles 
and decays the ſpirits of the ſick : the ſame ef 
fect haye the good things of this World in a foul 
ſinful Soul. "This our prevident God foreſeeing 
in the 1ſraelites when they drew near to the land 
of promile, as a careful father gives them time- 
ly warning of, Deut. vi. 10, 11,12. And it ſhall 
be, when the Lord thy God ſhall have brought thee in- 
to the land which he ſware unto thy fathers ; to Abra- 
ham, to Iſaac,and to Jacob, to give thee great and good- 
ly Cities which thou buildedſt not, and houſes full of all 
good things, which thou filledſt not, and wells dig ged 
which thou diggedſt not , Vineyards and olive-trees 
which thou plantedſt not ; when thou ſhalt have eaten 
and be full, then beware leſt thou forget the Lord which 
brought thee forth out of the land of Egypt , from the 
houſe of bondage. By this, beloved, you lee how 
neceſlary it 1s in proſperity to buſie our thoughts 
C 2 in 
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an humbling our telves under God's gracious 


Hand, and to conſider our own unworthineſs, 
and Gods infinite goodneſs in conferring daily 
fayours on us, Who juſtly deſerve puniſhment 
for our daily fins, and thereupon implore his 


Divine grace to rectihe and purifie our carnal. 


hearts,and diſpoſe them to employ his bleſlngs 
to his glory, and not to the encreafing of our 
own Luſts, -which proyoke us to {in more a- 
gainſt his Divine goodneſs. St. Auſtin on the 
7th. Plalm, lays before us another very pious 
confideration , telling us, that ſuch world|l 
things as we commonly eſteem and call 
Bleflings, may proceed from God's Anger , 
and not from his Favour. Irritavit Dominam 
peccator, xt iſta patiatur, id eft, wt correFtionis fla- 
gella non patiatur, It may be that God provoked 
by our fins, inſtead of a careful Fatherly cor- 
rection, gives us thoſe things, as an Enemy, to 
our hurt , juſt as a cunning Neighbour who in- 
tends to fupplant ſome Prodigal perſon, and 
work him out of his Eſtate, in great appearing 
kindneſs ſupplies him vlencifully with 


day by day, which helps forward the ſpending 
of his Eftate, and haſtens his ruin, Wherefore 
all Godly perſons upon any great acceſs of pro- 
ſperity, with mn 


cautionary fear examine 
them. 


money 
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themſelves, whether any fin lies concealed in 
fome corner of .their heart; and if ſo, they 
then conclude this Proſperity cannot be a fa- 
your from God, for God cannot have a love 


- and favour for Sinnefs ; and therefore they fear 


this may be a giving them up to greater @ppor- 
tunities of inning, leaving them to their own 


Luſts, and ſotofill up the meaſure of their Ini- 


quities according tothat, Rev. xxii. 11. He that - 


is unjuſt let him be unjuſt "our - and be which is filthy, 
let him be filthy ſtill. Whereby you ſee, thoughts 
of Humiliation are very neceflary in times of 
Proſperity, left we be exalted roo much by it, 
or couſened with a belief of Gods favour in it ; 
for which, diligent ſearch ought-to be made. 
Secondly, In time of Adverlity no man can 
doubt but thac Humiliation is very requihe , 
Nature it ſelf teaches this, to lament and be- 
wail our milſeries, we commonly over-a&t 
that part, And yet there is a perverſe Genera- 


tion amongſt us, ſo irreligious and ſo head- 


ſtrong, as that nothing can take them off their 
mad-brain'd mirth, but when God by his cha- 
ſtifing Hand. calls to weeping and mourning , to 


baldneſs and girding with Sackcloath, as it 1s Ia. xx11, 


12,13. They as it were in defance of his AL 
mighty Hand, call to joy and gladneſs, flaying 
Oxen, 
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Oxen, and killing Sheep, eating Fleſh, and drinking 
Wine ; let us eat and drink, for to morrow we ſhall die. 
Deſperate wretches run on dancing and capring 
till chey leap iato Hell. Others there are, who 
clean contrary, are ſo dejected with any Af. 
fliction, asif they expected their Heaven in this 
life, and conſtant felicity in this mutable world, 
where nothing continues in the ſame condition :; 
not only every year we ſee ſo great a change, 
as from beautiful and delighttul Summer to 
dirty, cold, and pinching Winter, but every 
month a various face of the Earth, every day 
an ebbing and flowing of the Sea; and in the 
Heaven a change from glorious Sun-ſhine to 
diſmal darkneſs. How then can any one be 
{o ſottiſh as to expect that Fortune muſt give 
him quite contrary to the whole courſe of Na- 
eure, a continued day without night, a con- 
ſtant Summer without Winter ? Nay,he would 
not have one ſtorm ſurpriſe him,nor a cold blaſt 
touch his tender fleſh, Others there are, who 
inftead of mourning and lamenting, are mur- 
muring and repining, vexing and fuming. As 
cold water caſt on hot iron in the Forge, makes 
it bounce and ſparkle about, ſo Afiction fall 
ing on thele hot impatient perſons, they cla- 
mour and flie about at all that come near them; 


they 


a 
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they increale much the evil by their Paſſion, 
afliting themſelves and all they have to do 
with. As for this impatient fort of Men, if 
they be neither Atheiſts nor Quakers, ſure they 
will acknowledge themſelves guilty of lin, and 
that the wages of {in is death, eternal death 
and are they not willing to exchange and ſuffer 
a momentary evil inſtead of an eternal evil * 
Had they not rather have a hand ſ[corched or 
cut off, than have the whole body calt 'into 
Hell Alames ? Let them conſider with what fu- 
ry they fall on thoſe who offend them in matter 
of Eſtate or Reputation, and then reflect with 
what mercy God deals with them for their fin- 
ning againſt his divine Majeſty. Will not one 
Worm endure a trivial injury from another, 
and muſt the infinite Majeſty of God endure 
injury upon 1njury from dirty Worms without 
any Corre&tion 2 Were they not-mad with 
paſſion, ſure they would rather give humble 
| and hearty thanks for his mercy, than brutiſh- 
ly murmur at his juſtice, which really is mer- 
&y and not juſtice, to inflict Flea-bites for Scor- 
pions. I wiſh theſe grumblers would rake and 
ſhovel together the craſh and dirt of their foul 
Conſcience on a heap, ſee what a yaſt bulk 
that will make ; then let them borrow from 


Ifa. 
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Iſa. xl. 12. the Scales wherein God weigheth 
the Hills and Mountains, put this mountain of 
dirt in one ſcale, the dram of Gods merciful 
CorreCtion in the other, they will find their pu. 
niſhment to be ſo exceeding light, and ſo un- 

roportionable to their exceſſive (ins, as that in 
juſtice they have reaſon to expect far greater 
rorments yet to come; & then doubtleſs, inſtead 
of murmuring at the preſent affliction, they will 
ſo dread thoſe torments to come, as moſt fer- 
vently to pray unto God with St. Auſtin, Hic 
wre, hic feca, ut in eternum parcas, A man that 
hath a grievous ſore in his cy , and very much 
fears a gangrene, ſends himlelf for the Chirur- 
gion, and willingly ftretches forth his leg to 
be lanc'd and ſear'd, yea, and to be cut of to 
ſave his life : So St. Auſtine knowing the dan- 
gerous corruption of his heart, and fearing eter- 
nal death, prays earneftly to God to lance, cur, 
ſear, do any thing to his body here, to ſave his 
foul from everlaſting flames hereafrer, There 
i5no man in the world fo impatient, but had 
he a right apprehenſion of the eternal torment 
his {ins juftly deſerve, he would both patiently 
and chearfully ſuffer any _ aMiQion in this 
world, to avoid that eternal evil tocome. And 
in like manner the weeping Lamenter at his 
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of his iniquity,and by that meaſure his deſerved 
95/4 IS. not one more ſalt tear wquld drop 
om his mournful eye, but hif heartyrould be 
filled with gladneſs, and his mouth wich chankf 
giving, that he is not ſwallowed up in an Ocean 
of Torment. Laſtly, as for thoſe mad-headed 
rſons, who fear neither God nor men, who put far 
om them the evil day ; who chaunt to the Viol, and 


. the Charmer, charm he never ſo wiſely , it were but 
loſt labour to talk to them ; there is nothing 
elſe to be done , but to pitty their madneſs, 
and pray for their foberneſs , and ſo commit 
them to the infinite mercy of God. 

But I truſt in God there are none here but 
ſuch as fear God and tremble at his judgments. 
Wherefore leaving theſe deſperate ones, I ſhall 
now proceed to the third —y propoſed , the 
method of Humiliation taken from holy Writ; 
where weare told, That the fear of the Lord'is the 
beginning of wiſdome. And there is no produtt in 
the World more natural than fear ſpringing 
from guilt, and humiliation from fear. The 

ty conſcience ſtill fears the ſevere Brow of 
an incenſed Judge and a fearful heart will ſoon 

teach the trembling knees to bend and fuppli- 
| D | 


Cate 


fd affliction, would he but fathome the Ocean 


drink Wine in bowls, who hearken not to the voice of 
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cate for pardon. Wherefore there cannot be a 
better and ſpeedier means ef Humiliation than 
tolook intothe ſacred Records of God,and there 
ſee what fearful judgments by the Divine De- 
cree have been executed on rebellious Sinners , 
which are there written for our example : As 
that upon Korah, Dathan,and Abiram ; they with 
their whole Families, Wives,Children,Servants: 
and Kindred, all in an inſtane ſwallowed up 
quick by the gaping and deyouring jaws of the 
earth. Or look on thoſe horrible ſhowers of fire 
and brimſtone poured forth upen Sodow and Go- 
morrab conſuming every creature,both man and 
beaſt, houſes and goods, reducing all te Aſhes, 
Conſider, I beſeech you, what hideous howl- 
ings, what confuſed roarings, the numberleſs 
multitude ſent forth in the midſt of thoſe ra- 
ging flames,renting the Heayens withtheir pier- 
eing cries, Or look on that univerſal Deluge up- 
on all mankind, Noah and his Family _ EX- 
cepted, when the windows of Heavea were 0- 
pened, pouring forth not ſhowers, but whole ca- 
rartacts of Water to overwhelm them in the 
midſt of their feſtival jollicies: and whileſt they 
run from the Valleys tothe Hills for reſcue, the 
ipeedier floods get to the Moumain tops, burry- 
ing them along faſter than they intended , and 

| | | hoiſing 
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hoiſing them up from earth even unto the 
clouds,from whence thoſe waters fell. And then 
thiak what fad farewels the fondling Parents 
and tender Children, the new married Spouſe 
and enamoured Bride gave each other, facing 
on thoſe diſmal waters,and by the boiltrous bil- 
lows eften daſh'd together to receive a bitter 
parting kiſs. And with what vexation of ſpirit 
did they behold Noah and his Family ſecurely 
filing in the Ark of Salvatien, which in their 
deſperate folly they had contemn'd wich ſcoffing 
derifion. So ſottiſh and faithleſs is finful man, 
never to believe and fear the approaching miſery 
till ſwallowed up by'it. And as theſe are dread- 
ful patterns of God's fury againſt impenitent 
ſinners in former Ages : ſo we read in &o 
lation of great calamities foregoing the terrible 
day of the Lord, when mens hearts ſhall fail 
and melt away for very anguiſh, and Death it 
ſelf, the terrour of men in proſperity, ſhall be 
wilh'd for in that exceſſive miſery, as a comfor- 
table deliverance from the horrible Plagues 
then poured forth. And yer all this put toge- 
ther is as nothing, compared to thoſe everlaſtin 
flames, wherein both Bodies and Souls ſhall be 
tormented for eyer and ever. Reaſon and Ex- 
perience both teach us, that the anguiſh of the 
D 2 Soul 


Reve- 


Soul muſt needs exceed the ſufferings of the bo- 
dy by many degrees : for you know 'tis the Soul 
that gives ſenſe unto: the body ; the body withs 
out. the Soul feels neither lancing nor burning, 
If then the Soul be the fountain of ſenſe,and islo 
powerful as to infuſe into a ſtupid dead lump 
of earth ſuch ſmart and nimble feeling,you can- 
not but conclude, that the original ſenſe of the 
Soul is capable of feeling far greater torment 
than the body. We lee daily Men.in Duels tor- 
mented with anger and revenge in their Soul, 
throw their bodies upon the point of their hated 
Enemies ſword, and receive deadly wounds one 
after another without any {maying, as if they 
felr them not, the greater torment of che mind 
making that of the body.not ſenſible,nor Death 
conſiderable, but continue their fury to the laſt 
gaſp. All which plainly ſhews theanguiſh of 
the Soul far exceeds any pain of the body. Be. 
loved, no man can expreſs, no nor fully con- 
ceivethat horrour and raging madnels of a Soul 
in Hell, conſidering how that inſtead of that ex- 
ceſlive and everlaſting pain, ſhe might have en- 
joyed _— glory of Heaven, and the 
incomprehenſible felicity the Saints poke in 
contemplation of God's infinite goodneſs and 
loyveto Man :. and then to remember how this 
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endleſs felicity was caſt away, and endleſs tor- 
ment incurred for the enjoyment of moſt filly 
momentary joys, and baſe beſtial delights. 
This is. that torment of torments, that never 
dying Worm of Conſcience, which eternally 
gnaws and. feeds upon. the. foul.. What man 
with ſen(ible.cars, eyes, and heart, hearing, or 
reading, and conſidering.thele things, with a 
lively apprehenſion of that Supream Judge. of 
quick and dead coming in the Clouds with-all 
the Hoſt of Heaven, and carrying in one hand 
that glittering two-edged Sword which wounds 
to eternal death; and in the other that juſt 
poiling Ballance, wherein ſhall be exactly 
weighed not only the grievous ſins of Murther, 
jv cx Perjury, &c. but every idle word, 
and every idle thought, which alone will make 
up a Mountain of. Sands to weigh us down to 
the pit. of. darkneſs, beſides a vaſt number of 
foul and heavy Crimes to precipitate our guilty 
ſouls below the very jcenter of Hell, into ſome 
unknown gult, as bottomleſs as our ſins are 
numberleſs : What man, . I {ay;, not wholly 
petrified and becomea very Statue, but having, 
a. ſenſible heart in ſome meaſure tro compre- 
hend the terrour of-this ſevere a Nanda, <r 
but. will humble himſelf in Sackcloath and 
: Aſhes? 
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Aſhes? Yea, Beloved, had we bur a lively full 
apprehenſion of it,our very heart would be ſhi- 
vered into duſt and aſhes. | 
But yet our Humiliation muſt not end here 
in this ſervile laviſh fear, we mult proceed on 


farther. For though the fear of the Lord be 


the beginning of Wiſdom, yet love is the con- 
ſummation of wiſdom. The Devils believe and 
tremble, but Chriſtians muſt believe and loye. 
Fhou fhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy beart, 
with all thy ſoul. Love is the fulfilling of the Law. 
And certainly there cannot be any man fo ex- 
tream Ill-natur'd, butif he firmly believe what 
Chriſt hath done for him,muſt needs love him , 
is impoſſible it ſhould be otherwiſe. What 
man guilty of Treaſon , Condemned to .be 
hang'd, drawn, and quarter'd, and going to Ex- 
ecution, ſhould ſee the Kings only Son run after 
him with a Pardon from his Father, the Son 
having undertaken to ſuffer that cruel death for 
the condemned perſon , that fo ſatisfation 
mightbe made to Juſtice for the Treaſon com- 
mitted: Is it poſſible this condemned perſon 
ſhould not love this wonderful loving Prince ? 
No, *tis not poſſible, yea, ſo love him as to re- 
fuſe the Parifon,cod rather chuſe to die himſelf, 
than ſuffer ſo noble, ſo innocent, and ſo loving 
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a hearted Prince to die for his Crime. And yer, 
beloved, this is much ſhort of our caſe, for this 
is but one mans dying for another, both by na- 
. ture of equal condition. But we have the All. 
glorious Son of the Almighty God dying for us 
finful Worms of the Earth, yea, and he knew 
full well when he ſuffered that thameful cruel 
Death for us, how thamefully and cruelly we 
would requite this his infinite Love, by doing 
many {ſinful things as hateful to him as death, 
and {o, as much as in us lies, Crucifie the Lord of 
glory afreſh, and put him to an open ſhame. And do 
we now belieye all this to be a real truth, and 

&tg0 on day by day todo theſe linful deeds, fo 
99-1 to him that hath ſhewed ſuch infinite 
love to us? Beloved, let us not delude our 
. ſelves; "tis impoſſible any man ſhould be fo 
barbarouſly ungrateful as te believe this, and 
do thus : Wherefore, moſt afſuredly we do not 
believe it : And why do we not believe i ? 
Was there ever any truth fo miraculouſly ar- 
teſted; ſo convincingly proved by thouſands of 
Witneſſes, both Chriſtians and Jews > Chriſti- 
ans with love, dying for the truth of it; and 
Jews with hatred, to this very day relating the 
tat, Why then do we not believe it ? No other 
imaginable reaſon can be.given, but chatthe 
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infinite greatneſs of ſuch love, as God todye 
for ſinful worms, exceeds our belief ; had God- 
done leſs for us, we ſhould have believed him 
ſooner, and ſerved him better. O the baſe. 
neſs of our corrupt hard-hcarted Nature , the 
more God doth for us, the leſs we do for him ! 
who can ſufficiently bewail this our miſerable 
condition ? Such we are all by nature , though, 
bleſſed be God, many by his grace are correfted 
and converted into a hater Rows, their hearts 
being purified by Faith, and ſanfified by Love, 
humble themſelves at -our bleſſed Sayiours 
Feet, andthere bitterly bewail their manifold 
tranſgreſſions, afid with all fervency of ſpirit, 
praiſe & glorihe his infinite love & metcy. This 
15 true Chriſtian Humiliation and Repentance, 
when out of a due ſenſe of Chriſts infinite love 
to us, we heartily lament our ſinful ingratitude 
towards ſuch a gracious Saviour, who laid 
down his life a Ranſom for us. The fear of 
Gods Judgments is good at firſt to ſtrike us 
down to the Earth, and make usenter into a ſe- 
rious conſideration of our ſinful ways, and 
what we haye juſtly deſerved, the everlaſting 
flames of Hell : But then to conſider, notwith. 
ſtanding all our undutiful behaviour, the infi- 
nite loye-&-mercy of God to lay on his beloved 
| Son 
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Son the Iniquities of us all, that by his fuffer- 
ings, he might ſpare us, and by his death re- 
ſtore us to everlaſting life: What heart can 
then chuſe but melc into loving penitential 
tears! Fumble thus yoar ſelves under the mighty 
hand of God, and he will be ſure to exalt you in due 
time. : 

All of yon, as I ſuppoſe, havelearnt from Scri- 
pture, that when Man was Created in the ftate 
of Innocency, God placed him in a Paradiſe 
of delight, void of miſery or trouble : Man ne- 
ver feltnor knew what miſery was till he had 
ſinned. By Sin came death and all cvil into 
the world : Burt though all evil in general 
came by fin, yet it Jock not therefore tollow, 
that every particular evil happens unto men 
for ſome particular fin of cheirs. The Goſpel 
tells us, Joh. ix. 2. of a man born blind, yet not by 
reaſon of any ſin of his or his Fathers, but that the 
works of God might be made manifeſt, as our Saviour 
there declares : And many ſore calamitiesfell 
_ enrighteous Job for his trial. And fo the holy 

apoſtles with divers other Saints and Martyrs, 
fuffered great afflictions, not for their ſins, but 
tor Gods glory and the promotion of the Go- 
fpel. Bur I never yet could learn from any 
Hiſtory, ſacred or human , that any general 
E Cala- 
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Calamity ever fell on any Nation without Na- 
tional fins. If you ask me why particular men 
ſuffer affliction without notorious ſins, more 
than whole Nations : great reaſon may be gi- 
ven for it. There is no Nation under Heaven 
ſo generally vertuous and endued with Grace 
as to make advantage by afflictions, that is, by 
atient ſuffering to acquire an ample reward : 
= ſome for want of Chriſtian courage will 
be caſt down; others by impatiency much ex- 
aſperated; others for want of Faith grow 
doubtful of God's providence, and ſay , They 
have cleanſed their heart in vain, and waſhed their 
hands in innecency. But thoſe particular fayou- 
rites, whom God hath fitted with ſpecial graces 
for the day of trial, Calamities are as burniſh- 
ersto ſuch, they fetch off all their ruſt and make 
their vertues ſhine more glorious in this world, 
and. will be more amply rewarded in the 
next. | 
This being fo, letus now conſider the ſtate 
of this Nation. We have ſeen many great 
calamities befall us within fifteen years laſt 
paſt. The firſt was a Plague ſo great as never 
was known in this land before. The next a 
greater Fire than this Nation, or, I believe,an 
Nation in the world ever ſaw : and beſides 
that 
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that dreadful Fire of London, many other la- 
mentable Fires fince in ſeveral parts. Not long 
after this a bloody War with the Dutch, in 
in which this Nation received a more ſhame- 
ful diſhonour than ever. A few Dutch Ships, 
with a handful of men in them, to fail up the 
Royal Channel of Thames, and ſo near to the 
Imperial Court and Metropolitan City burn 
or carry away many of our principal Ships. 
And truly I conceive the honour of a Nation 
ſhould be more conſidered than the Wealth of 
it. Men of honour had rather loſe both eſtate 
and life than their reputation. And therefore 


I think that ſhameful affront ought to be num-" 


bred amongſt our great calamiries. 

Now, Beloved, as our calamities have been 
more and greater than ever in ſo ſhort a time, 
{o Joubrleſt our fins are more and greater than 
. ever, according to what I ſaid before, That 
National calamities never come but for Nati- 
onal ſias.. And 'tis too apparently true in this 
our finful Land, where Pride and Luxury with 
all the conſequent vices are grown toa vaſt 


height of exceſs. And which is worſt of all, 


we are come to that deſperate condition which - 


the 1fraelites were at jult beforc the total deva- 
farion of their Country, when Jeruſalem was 
| E 2 
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taken by Nebuchadnezzar ; the Jewiſh King Ze- 
dechiab having his eyes put ont, he and all his 
Nobles, Prieſts and People were bound in fer. 
ters and carried away captives into Babylon,and 
all the land laid waſt. And what was it that 
brought this univerſal deſolation on the Jſrae- 
lites * Jeremiah the Prophet tells us, Chap. vi. 
15. and again repeats it, Chap. vii. 12. as a 
grief that lay very heavy on his heart. Were 
they, faith he, aſhamed when they committed abomi- 
nations ? Nay, they were not aſhamed, neither could 
they bluſh. This is the mo i 


on of a {inful people, when their heart and 


forchead both are hardned as braſs, not at all 


to bluſh and be aſhamed , when youtell them 
of their abominations : nay., they will tell 

ou themſelves, as it is T/a. iti. 9. They declare 
their ſin as Sodom, they hide it not. And this is 
our deplorable candition : - Men are not art all 
aſhamed to proteſs their Atheiſm, to declare 
their Fornication and Adultery, and own their 
Queans as much as their Wives, as it were in 


| defiance of God's holy Commandment. And 


ſhall Inet viſit for theſe things, ſaith the Loyd? Fer. 
v.v.9. A moſtdreadful threat coming from the 
mouth of Almighty God,whole breath isa con- 
fuming fire. Bur perchance fome will ask, 
why 
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why ſhould we expe&t God's anger ſhould 
break forth againſt us more than other Narti- 
ons ? Are not their ſins as great as ours ? I an- 
ſwer this with another Queſtion, Do not all 
Fathers, all Maſters reſent more the offences of 
ſuch a Son, ſuch a Servant, to whom they have 
ſhewed far more kindneſs than to others ? No 
doubt of ic. I pray you then tell me what fa- 
vour, what blefling is it from Heaven or Earth 


which this Nation doth not by God's mercy en- 


joy ? As for Spirituals, God's holy Word is dai- 
ly read and preached unto us; His ſervice of 
Prayers ſeveral times a day celebrated , his 
holy Sacraments duly and frequently admini- 
Bred; his Minifters as often 1nſtrufting and . 
exhorting us. And then for Temporals,what 
fruitful ſeaſons have we for many years enjoy- 
ed, ſo that abundance is a burthen to many ; 
want not known to any that will uſe mode- 
rate labour to acquire neceſſaries. Nor are.we 
leſs abounding with forein than domeſtick 
Commodities : and all chis plenty hath been 
enjoyed with peace, whilft all our Neighbours 
have many years been embroiled and confoun- 
ded with bloudy Wars. Again, I pray you tell 
me, what Vice abounds in any Nation,that his 


Nation is not as deſperately infected with.Nay, 
I 
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[ can truly affirm, that no Nation where the 
Goſpel is publickly read and taught in finceri- 
ty, Toth ſo abound and declare their abomina- 
tions as England doth. I grant, in Italy and France 
they do ( yet not among the Proteſtants there) 
but in no other Nation in the World , whether 
Proteſtant or Papiſt. Laſtly, "Then tell me, 
Why ſhould not we expect the ſame bloudy 
Rod ſhould be laid on our loins which other 
Nations have already felc2z How viſibly and 
near did God in his infinite mercy, by way of 
warning, hold it forth to us in his late diſcover- 
ing that helliſh Plot of our bloud-thirſting Ene- 
mies, the Popiſh Priefts, who had contrived to 
murther not only our Bodies, but our Souls al- 
ſo, by taking from us-the light of the Goſpel, 
which is the life of our Souls, and to caft 
us into the Dungeon of Popiſh darkneſs ? 
But that Plot (ſay you) being now diſcovered, 
the King and Parliament will take ſuch a courſe 
with them, as they ſhall never be able more to 
hurt us. Isthere any man fo {imple as to think 
this ? Hath God no other avenging Arrows in 
his Quiver than this which now ſeems to be 
broken ? Or, hath he no other Workmen to 
make him Arrows and Darts than Papiſts ? 
When eyer God pleaſes to wound a Nation, he 
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neyer wants inſtruments, the world is too full 
of fuch evil workers. Bur truly there needs no 
more than the Popiſh Prieſts, whom though 
you Baniſh the whole Land, you may be ſure 
they will not fit tdle abroad, but night and da 

labour to make aſliſting Parties in Italy, Spain, 
and France : We find they all have contributed 
Mony to carry on that devilliſh. work; and 
doubtleſs they will go on to contribute both 
Money and Men alſo, as occaſion ſhall ſerve, 
they will not eaſtly fir down and ſuffer them- 
ſelyes to be baffled in this deſign they thought 
themſelves ſo ſyre off. The Pope and Ris 
Emiſſaries will never reſt , but ſtrive with 
all imaginable endeavour to regain England, 
once the prime flower of his triple Crown. 
But put the caſe we were encompaſled with 
walls of braſs as high as Heaven, and ſecured 
from all the Papiſts'in the world, what then ? 
Have we not diviſions and factions, too many 
amongſt our ſelves, to execute Gods avenging 
wrath one on another ? God ſetting Ag yptian 
againſt Zgyptian, Brother againſt Brother, Fa- 
ther againſt Son, Son againſt Father, till we 
' are utterly conſumed. And were there but one 
man. left in the world, God can cauſe Worms 
and Lice tocome out of his own Bowels to de- 
VOuTr. 
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' your him. Humble'then your ſelves under the migh- 
ty hand of God: *Tis his hand only that can de- 
liver us. Except the Lord Keep the City, the Watch- 
man waketh but in vain ; and therefore curſed be 
the man that maketh _—_ his arm. If this 
reſent diſcovery work fo happily upon us, as 
x move us ws, þ love and = to God, 
to humble our hearts in {incere repentance and 
amendment of life, ic will be a wonderful 
Bleſſing indeed. Burt if as little amendment 
follow this very great Bleſſing as the ſeveral 
' paſt judgments, T fras this may prove, as in 
dying perſons, a ſeeming recovery of Gods fa- 
. vour before our final deftruftion by his fury. 
Really, Beloved, I look on this ſeeming great 
bleffing with a very doubtful heart, divided be. 
twixt hope and fear. The great fins of this 
Land wa me fear we are no way fit for bleſ 
ſings, but according to St. Auſtins, rule menti- 
oned before, rather fit for fcourges, as this may 
prove,and increaſe the Judgment, if no amend. 
ment follow. Wherefore again and again I 
beſeech.you in Chriſts ſtead, Flumble your ſelves 
under the mighty hand of God, as Nineveh did. We 
cannot have a better pattern for our Humilia- 
rion,ſeeing they ſped ſo happily by it. Sec Jonah 
14. 6, &c. You f Beloved, here was entire 
| Humi- 
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Humiliation, . both ourward and inward ? Out- 
ward, they Jaid afide_their Robes of tate and 
ſplendor ; they faſted, and mourned, and eried migh- 
tily to God. * And fo it ought to be when God 
viſits a Nation, as I ſhewed you out of Ja. 
xXxi1.12. When God calls tofafting and mourn- 
ing, Sackcloath and Aſhes ; chen mirth and _ 
jollity , teaſting and ſporting , rich and gay 
cloathing, which at other times were tolera- 
ble, are then very {inful, a fin never tobe for. 
given, faith Jay there. Beloved, I pray you 
markit well ; 'tisno ſuch light matter as-many 
make of it, for mirth at ſuch a time is ro make 
a mock at Gods call ro Mourning,and as it were 
to out-face him, a fin not to be forgiven, And 
now I pray you tell me, have we imitated Ni- 
neveh in ſuch outward Humiliation, or have we 
done any thing like it? Who: have laid aſide 
their ſplendid Garments and gay Cloathing ? 
Nay, have they not bought new ones? new 
Laces? new Ribbands? which might very 
well have been ſpared-in_times of murth, and 
now much fitter employed in buying ſome- 
thing to cloath the Naked, Whole body is 
' macerated and abated one hairs breadth ? Nay, 
who hath ſpared one joyat of meatfrom his 
Table and lent it to feed the Hungry > Whoſe 
rota Con 
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Countenance is dejected 2 Whoſe Mirth * a- 
bated? Whoſe Laughter ſtopped 2 What one 
outward ſign of Humiliation doth appear ? I 
grant in our own particular Humiliations, We 
are not to put on a ſad Countenance as the Hypocrites 
do, butnot to do it on publick Humiliations, 
when God calls to Sackcloath and Mourning, 
is as the diſſolute Mad-brain'd do, who fear not 
God, nor regard Man. Were your Father and 
Mother yery fick, and in great danger, would. 
you flant it and frolick it about, fing and 
dance ? And whenthe Father of our Country, 
the Kings ſacred Majeſty, the holy Church our 
Mother, our Laws and Liberty areall in appa- 
rent danger ; will you then do ſuch wild foohtſh 
ſinful things ? Conſider-better what God by 
his noY word __ at this time, and be 
not ſtiff-necked , but humble your elves tnder 
Gods mighty band. Who doubrs but the inward 
humiliation of the heart, repentance of fin, and 
amendment of life is the principal part, and 
that which I chiefly aim at ; for without this all 
the reſt is mere Hypocrifie. But, as our Sa- 
viour ſayh, This ought you to have done, and not 
to. leave the other undone. For thoſe outward 
parts of Humiliation arg very much conducing 
i Repentgpce , as 1t 4s, Heelef. vis. 3. By v4 
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ſadneſs of the Countenance the heart is made better. 
Contrariwiſe, A merry heart maketh a chearful 
Countenance, Prov. xv. 13. The great ſympa- 
thy berween our Soul and Body , makes the 
one part {till partake with the other. I pray 
you obſerve 0s the Nimevites humbled their 
very Cattel by faſting, as well as chemſelyes : 
and why 2- St. Gregory anſwers, That the blear. 
ings of the ſheep and lowings of the Catrel, 
with ſuch- other doleful notes, might move 
the hearts of Men to ſadnels, which is a great 
preparative to Repentance : for then 'tis bur 
converting that Pafſton to the right Object and 
the work 1s done. Wherefore I earneſtly re- 
commend unto you the uſe of all outward Mo- 
tives; and all little enough to bring us to that 
true compunction of Heart which our fins de- 
ſerve. And 'tis a great evidence our hearts 
are not truly Grrowkil, that we are ſo averſe 
ro this outward Humiliation : for that Man 
or Woman that is deeply affected with grief 
for the loſs of their Beloved, cannot eaſily be 
brought to cloath, or eat neceſlaries; and 
Mirth and Laughter are madneſs to ſuch. Were 
then our hearts truly ſorrowful both for our 
. own fins, and the ſins of the Land, our coun- 
renance would not be fo jolly, nor our cloth- 
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ing ſogay, nor our diet ſo luxurious. - We are 
all ro blame, God forgive us. Letus then e- 
very one humbly and tervently undertake this 
bletſed Work of Reformation :. the beſt of us 
all need it. | | 

But perchance there-may be many well diſ{- 
poſed toReformation,yet much diſcouragedby 
choſe more exorbitant Sinners, of whomrthere 
is little or no hope; and you fear leſt their Cry+ 
ing fins may outcry your penitent, tears, and 
bring down ſome ovy] udgment onthe Land; 
wherein you ſhall be ſharers howeyer you de+ 
mean your ſelves. I delire thele delpairing 
Creatures, frſt, to remember God's-mioſt met 
ciful condeſcenſion ro Abraham ſupplicating 
for wicked Sodom, who moved the infinite cle- 
mency of God to promiſe to ſpare that. ſinful 
City, if he. found but ten Righteous perſons in 
it : Let your Repentance add ten'more and 
make them twenty, and then you will have a 
| better foundation of hope:, Secondly, There 
is hope that your Repentance may. draw : on 
theirs. As evil communication corrupt . 900d man- 
ners: ſo good will correctevil manners. Your 
Vertue will ſet off their iniquity, ſo.foul as will 
make the.lefs brazen-faced: alhamed of their, 
ways and.turn to the Lord... Beſides , Your 
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humble fervent Peayers: may move the mercy 
. of Godto give ſome of thole greater Sinners 
Repentance,who pray not for themſelves. And 
thus the number of wicked ones daily decreal- 
ing, may come to be {o ſmall, as God may be 
moved'to root out thoſe few wicked, and ſpare 
the Land. The Husbandman finding but a few 
Thiſtles and Briars in his Meadow, (tocks them 
up ; bur if they much overſpread the ground, 
he plows it up all. - Thirdly,” Pur the cafe the 
worlt that may be, That God hath decreed the 
= |- deſtruction of this Land, yet by your humilia- 
tion you may eſcapethe Calamity, as in Ezek. 
IX. 4,5, 6. And the Lord ſaid unto him, Go - 
through the midſt of the (ity, through the midſt of Je- 
ruſalem, and ſet a mark upon. the foreheads of the 
men that ſigh,and that cry for all the abominations that 
be done m the midſt thereof. And to the other be ſaid - 
in mine hearing ; Go ye after him through the City, 
and ſmite : let not your eye ſpare, neither have ye © 
pity. Slay utterly old and young, both Maids and 
little Children, and Women , but come not near any 
man upon whom is the mark, What Heavenly 
comfort is here for all you that now humble - 
your (elves, and cry both for your own fins, 
and all the abominations that are done in the - 


Land; the Angel of God ſhall fer a mark on 
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your foreheads to preſerve you from the evil. 
O beloved, we have a moſt gracious God. 
who never fails to reward thoſe that ſeek him 
diligently, as I formerly ſhewed you: your 
| tears ſhall be put into his ſacred bottle ; noc 
one ſhall fall in vain to the ground, bue 1ſhall 
be converted into Pearls to be ſet in a Crown 
of immortal Glory, which our bleſſed Saviour 
Chriſt hath purchaſed for us by his precious 
 bloud; Towhom with the Father, exc. 


